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VALE KNUD SMENGE 
The Organ Historical Trust of Australia is sad to report the death of esteemed Danish/Australian 
organbuilder Knud Smenge at Box Hill, Victoria, on 4 May 2018 at the age of 80. Born at Herning, 

Denmark on 12 December 1937, he trained in Denmark with the noted firm of Marcussen and then 

worked as head voicer with Bruno Christensen before his arrival in Melbourne in 1979 to work for 
Geo.Fincham & Sons Pty Ltd. The firm's work at this time included the highly acclaimed organ at Mary 

Immaculate Church, Waverley, NSW. In 1981 he started his own firm at West Melbourne and then 
moved to more spacious premises at North Melbourne before opening his workshop at Healesville in 

1991. The firm built its last organ in 1999 and in the period between 1981 and that year constructed 41 
new organs for buildings in all Australian states (including cathedral organs in Perth and Brisbane and 

concert organs in Newcastle and Hobart) and as far afield as Hong Kong and carried out several 

restorations. A complete worklist of the organs built by Knud Smenge: https://ohta.org.au/opus-lists-order-books/list-organs-built-knud-
smenge-pty-ltd/  Smenge leaves behind three children in Denmark, six grand children and two great grand children. 

[Obituary by John Maidment.  Memorial Service of Thanksgiving at St John’s Lutheran Church, Southgate, Friday 25 May] 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

GRAND ORGAN MASTER SERIES 2018 
St Andrew's Church, Brighton, cnr New Street and Church Street, Brighton. 

Sunday 3 June, 2.30pm   Dr Paul Taylor, with Larissa Cairns – Soprano * 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

  Jesu, joy of man’s desiring from Cantata No. 147, BWV 147 * 

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)   An die Musik, D. 547 * 

César Franck (1822-1890) 
  Panis angelicus from Messe solennelle in A major, Op. 12 * 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)  Domine Deus from Gloria, RV 589 * 

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)  Pie Jesu from Requiem, Op. 48 * 

Vladimir Vavilov (1925-1973) [Giulio Caccini (1551-1618)] 
  Ave Maria * 

Robert Schumann (1810-1856) Widmung from Myrthen, Op. 25 * 

Leon Boëllmann (1862-1897) 
  Suite Gothique, Op. 25  I .Introduction – Choral  ii. Menuet gothique 

iii. Priere à Notre Dame   iv. Toccata 

François Couperin (1668-1733) 

  Offertoire and Tierce en taille from the Messe pour les Couvents 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

  Toccata, Adagio and Fugue in C major, BWV 564 

Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) 
  Air and Gavotte from Twelve Short Pieces 

Théodore Dubois (1837-1924) 

  Toccata [in G major], No. 3 from Douze Pièces pour Orgue 

Ancient Irish Melody, words by Frederic Weatherly (1848-1929) 

  Danny Boy [Londonderry Air] * 

Howard Goodall CBE (b. 1958) 
  The Lord is my shepherd * 

Jason Robert Brown (b. 1970) 
  Christmas Lullaby from Songs for a New World * 

John Rutter CBE (b. 1945)    

  The Lord bless you and keep you * 

Sunday 1 July, 2.30pm   Edwin Kwong 

Sunday 5 August, 2.30pm   Thomas Heywood 

Sunday 2 September, 2.30pm   Thomas Heywood 

Sunday 7 October, 2.30pm   Christopher Cook 

Sunday 4 November, 2.30pm   Thomas Heywood 

Admission at the door includes program: Adult $30 / Concession $25 / U18 Free.   

Car: Free Parking - enter the St Andrew's Church grounds from New Street.   
Train: 450 metres (4 minute walk) from Middle Brighton Station.   

Bus: Routes 216, 600 and 923 stop directly outside the Church.    
Church Street Cafés and Restaurants: a 30-second walk; serving all day.   

Enquiries: office@standrewsbrighton.org.au    
Tel: Parish Office 03 9592 1240  Website: www.concertorgan.com 

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS AT ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 
  St Paul’s Cathedral, cnr Swanston and Flinders Streets, Melbourne.  Admission by donation. 
Wednesday 6 June, 1.00pm   Elissa Goodrich, tuned percussion. 

Wednesday 13 June, 1.00pm   Christopher Trikilis, organ. 

Wednesday 20 June, 1.00pm   Westgarth Ensemble, women’s voices. 

Wednesday 27 June, 1.00pm   Roslyn Carolane, organ. 

Further concerts will be held in August, September, November, and December.  Please check www.cathedral.org.au  

MUSOC – MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY SERIES OF ORGAN CONCERTS 
Fridays during Semester, 1.10pm at various venues in The University of Melbourne. 

Free lunchtime organ concert. Information on performer, venue and programme  at  https://www.anzco.org/musoc/ 

http://www.sov.org.au/
https://ohta.org.au/opus-lists-order-books/list-organs-built-knud-smenge-pty-ltd/
https://ohta.org.au/opus-lists-order-books/list-organs-built-knud-smenge-pty-ltd/
mailto:office@standrewsbrighton.org.au
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https://www.anzco.org/musoc/
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ALL SAINTS’ 2018 CONCERT SERIES 
All Saints’ Church, 2 Chapel Street, East St Kilda (opposite the Astor Theatre). 

Celebrating 160 years (1858-2018), All Saints’ is pleased to announce its concert series for 

2018. Our beautiful church offers a wonderful setting and good acoustic for recitals by 
organists, choirs, soloists and chamber groups. The series has been notable for its variety 

and high quality and the 2018 planned program will continue in the same way. The 
experience of live performances adds greatly to the enjoyment of the music. The church is 

accessible and tickets are very reasonably priced. Various season tickets are available. Our 

web site will give program details when they are available. 

Sunday 10 June, 4.00pm  Jennifer Chou, organ 

Since residing in Australia in 2004, Jennifer Chou has firmly established herself as a 
recitalist at home and afar. At present, Jennifer is the Director of Music at Toorak 

Uniting Church in Melbourne. 

Sunday 24 June, 4.00pm  Aequales Ensemble 

Brahms, String Quintet Op.88 in F major. Perennial favourites at All Saints’, the 

Aequales Ensemble is a group of highly experienced musicians and friends, who formed 
the Ensemble in 1996. The name Aequales was chosen to portray an essential ingredient of 

chamber music: the members all play an equal part, both on stage and off. Devoted to the 

major chamber music repertoire and performing in various combinations of duos, trios, 

quartets and quintets Aequales Ensemble has presented numerous concerts in Melbourne 
and regional Victoria. 

Sunday 22 July, 4.00pm  Original Faces Trio 

Andrew East - clarinet, bass clarinet, saxophones; Kaye Duffell - flute; Karen Neumann - piano. 

Original Faces has been performing at venues and homes around Melbourne for over 10 years. The group takes its name and 
inspiration from the Zen Koan ‘What is my original face’. They perform an eclectic mix of arrangements, commissioned works and 

existing works from the wide world of wind and piano trios. 

Sunday 12 August, 4.00pm  Thomas Heywood, organ 

Thomas Heywood is currently Director of Music at St Andrew’s Brighton. He has given numerous recitals around the world. He is 

known for his vast repertoire and more than 20 CD recordings that have received popular and critical acclaim as well as his 
transcriptions of classical and romantic pieces for solo organ. 

Sunday 26 August, 4.00pm  ‘Spring Sonata’ 

Anne Harvey-Nagl - violin; John O’Donnell - piano. 
Melbourne-born Anne Harvey-Nagl has had an illustrious career and is currently Concertmaster of the Volksoper Vienna. She makes 

regular visits to Australia where she performs to great acclaim. She is joined by our own talented keyboard player John O’Donnell in a 
program of Mozart, Beethoven and Dvořák, including Beethoven’s ‘Spring’ Sonata. 

Sunday 23 September, 4.00pm Capella Corelli 

Cynthia O’Brien - Baroque violin; Ruth Wilkinson - recorders and viola da gamba; John O’Donnell - harpsichord. 

Capella Corelli, one of Australia's foremost Baroque chamber ensembles, was formed 21 yearsago. The violin works of the great Italian 
virtuoso Arcangelo Corelli and of his Italian predecessors were the initial inspiration for the group. Capella Corelli will play a program 

of French Baroque music, including Marais’ Sonnerie de Sainte-Geneviève du Mont de Paris. 

Sunday 14 October, 4.00pm  Christopher Cook, organ 

Currently Director of Music at St John’s Toorak, Christopher is a regular and popular performer in our series of organ recitals. He has 

had wide experience as a concert artist, accompanist and teacher. 

Sunday 28 October, 4.00pm  Ariel Ensemble 

Sylvie Leprohon - flute; Stephen Robinson - oboe; Kathryn Pisani piano. 
This talented ensemble has been unfailingly engaging, performing for several years at All Saints’. 

Sunday 25 November, 4.00pm Aequales Ensemble et al. 

Schubert, Octet F major D.803, consisting of six movements, the Octet is scored for clarinet, bassoon, horn, two violins, viola, cello and 
double bass. It is notable for the inventiveness and expansiveness of the contrasting moods of its six evenly balanced movements. 

Ticket prices… Organ recitals: $15 full / $10 concession, 
Other recitals: $25 full / $15 concession, 

Students are granted free entry if they have a valid student card. 

Season ticket alternatives, full and concession: 5 organ recitals: $65 full / $45 conc. 
10 instrumental and vocal recitals: $235 full / $135 conc. 

Enquiries (03) 9913 9365 (Office: Tues. & Fri. 10.30am-2.30pm)  http://www.allsaints.org.au/concerts 

ST OSWALD’S SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT SERIES 
St Oswald’s Anglican Church, 100 High Street, Glen Iris 3146.  

The Sunday Afternoon Concert Series at St Oswald’s Church will continue in 2018 with a range of exciting concerts curated by our 
Musical Director Dr Houston Dunleavy.  

Sunday 17 June 2.30pm This concert showcases the ‘Married Flutes’. Peter Sheriden and Lisa-Maree Amos have toured and played 

together extensively in Australia and internationally. They play a range of flutes from the piccolo to contra-bass flutes. Together with 
guitar and piano, they will explore the full flute repertoire. 

Tickets available from Trybooking and through our ticket secretary Judy Johnson on 9807 7647. 
For more details, stay in touch via the Events Page of the St Oswald’s website www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au 

FREE THURSDAY LUNCHTIME RECITALS 
Every Thursday 1.00pm - 1.30pm  St Michael’s Uniting Church, 120 Collins Street, Melbourne.  

Every Thursday at 1.00pm, the St Michael’s Carillon is sounded and the grand organ comes to life for a free 30 minute recital. Now 

into their ninth year, these recitals are well attended by the public. Performed by organist Rhys Boak and visiting artists, these recitals 
bring the joy and beauty of live music to many Melbournians and visitors. Facebook page: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmelbourne/ 

http://www.allsaints.org.au/concerts
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsmelbourne/
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TONY FENELON FEATURE CONCERTS 
Wednesday 20 June, 2.00pm and 7.30pm at Bernies Music Land, 381 Canterbury, Ringwood. 

Bernies Music Land is thrilled to welcome back this world class theatre organist for a special day of music celebration. 

Tony Fenelon is one of the world's most sought-after theatre organists. 

His incredible talent and flair span genres from classical and romantic music through to silver screen and pop. Tony is a wonderful part 
of the Bernies Music Land family and we are honoured to have him perform on our stage. One of his favourite performance features is 

to prepare a full orchestral backing of a Piano Concerto on the Atelier organ, then play this recording and perform the piano part live on 

the Schimmel Konzert Grand Piano. This breathtaking feat of musicality sees him prepare more than 40 registration changes and is an 
incredible musical feat. Come and hear him perform a new piano concerto and more.  

Tony was voted ‘Organist of the Year 2002’ by the American Theatre Organ Society, and in 2003, was awarded the distinction of the 

Medal of the Order of Australia in the Queen's Birthday Honours for his service to music. In 2014, Tony was inducted into the 
prestigious American Theatre Organ Society's ‘Hall of Fame’ recognising his contribution to this genre. A man with an insatiable 

appetite for music, Tony's dedication and energy are the drive behind his constant quest for new ideas and musical horizons.   
Tickets $20.  Phone bookings 03 9872 5122.  Email: info@musicland.com.au 

SUZUKI CONCERT AT DEEPDENE 
Sunday 15 July, 2.00pm at Our Lady of Good Counsel, 12 Whitehorse Road, Deepdene. 

Come along to a Sunday afternoon recital featuring the talents of Suzuki students Stephen Aveling-Rowe (20), Makito Matsushima (15) 
and Jared Robinson (18). The program will feature works for organ by Karg-Elert, Bach, Mathias, Hindemith and Saint-Seans. Also 

included is Vivaldi’s Concerto in G Minor for Two Cellos (1st Movement) with Makito and Stephen on cello, accompanied by David 

Clark on organ.  Admission is free. 

NEXTGEN STUDENT CONCERT 
Tuesday 17 July, 1.00pm / 2.30pm at St Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne. 

NextGen - Discover the Organ 1.00pm, Open console for tryout!; Student Concert 2.30pm. 

New/recent players - Concert Admission $20 (divided between student performers) www.anzco.org 

ALL STOPS OUT!  LUNCHTIME EVENT 
Wednesday 1 August  at Melbourne Town Hall, 90-120 Swanston Street, Melbourne.  Free entry, no bookings required. 

Presentation to schools and the general public, plus public organ concert and tour of the insides of the Melbourne Town Hall Organ. 

Enquiries: Christopher Cook  0400 255 216. 

SCOTS'  SEPTEMBER ORGAN CONCERT SERIES 
The Scots’ Church, corner of Collins and Russell Streets, Melbourne.   Admission by donation. 

Saturday 1 September, 3.00pm The Prom Concert 

Organists: Ria Angelika Polo, Duncan Robertson, Dianne Mayne;   
Harpsichord: Elizabeth Anderson;  Scots’ Church Choir;  Trumpet: David Farrands. 

Choral works for organ, choir and trumpet.   Jazz harpsichord. 
Gigout Toccata.     Marian Mueller sonatas for four keyboard instruments. 

Vaughan Williams - Lord, thou hast been our refuge. Bairstow - Sing ye to the Lord. 

Tuesday 4 September, 6.15pm Wolfgang Capek 

Wolfgang Capek is the organist of St Augustine's Church, Vienna. A virtuoso of the first order, he will play works  by Bach, Handel, 
Beethoven, Mozart (from the Haffner Symphony arranged by Capek), Lemmens, Vierne and Tchaikovsky. 

Saturday 8 September, 3.00pm Tom Healey - organ;  Philip Healey - violin. 

This father and son team will perform works by Bédard, Franck, CPE Bach and Naji Hakim. 

Tuesday 11 September, 6.15pm Mighty Handel 

Ria Angelika Polo.  String quartet form The Melboure Baroque Orchestra.  
Two of the peerless organ concertos, two rarely heard fugues and the Paraphrase on Maccabeus.  

Saturday 15 September, 3.00pm Mr Bach Comes To Town 

Douglas Lawrence - organ;  Elizabeth Anderson - harpsichord;  Erika Tandiono - soprano. 

A programme for children of all ages, pipe demonstration, open keyboard, tour of the grand organ. 
The Rieger Grand Organ and Klop chamber organ will be demonstrated 

Tuesday 18 September  The Future 

Student recital. Names and time to be announced. 

Tuesday 25 September, 6.15pm Celebrity Organ Recital:  Jan Vermiere 

Renowned Belgian organist will play works by Bach, Ceśar Franck (Choral 3), Flor Peeters and Nöel Goemanne (San Francisco Suite) 

OHTA 2018 CONFERENCE 
Tuesday 2 October to Saturday 6 October 

The 2018 Organ Historical Trust of Australia conference will be based in Sydney, NSW.  The conference theme is ‘Preserving Our 
Imported Heritage’. Sydney is notable for its variety of 19th century organs by English builders, encouraged by the free trade approach 

by governments of the era. Fortunately, many of the best have survived, with some excellent restorations. The challenge is to ensure 
that they remain in use for the enjoyment of future generations. Several papers will be presented. 

Delegates are invited to arrive in Sydney one day early for the Sydney Organ Competition on Monday 1 October. This is arranged by 
the Organ Music Society of Sydney, and a high standard of playing can be expected. Three sections will be held during the day and the 

venues can be reached easily by public transport. 

10.30am   Junior Section at St Aloysius’ College, Kirribilli (Letourneau organ) 

  1.30pm  Intermediate Section at the chapel Of Shore School, North Sydney (Edwards) 

  5.00pm  Open Section in the Great Hall, University of Sydney (von Beckerath) 

Further details, including information on accommodation and a registration brochure, may be obtained by visiting the website:  

https://ohta.org.au/conferences/ 

mailto:info@musicland.com.au
http://www.anzco.org/
https://ohta.org.au/conferences/
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Opportunities and Trading Table 

ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP 

Following the purchase and installation of a fine 2-manual pipe organ in 2015, the 

Church of the Resurrection is keen to encourage young people to discover the joys of 
playing the organ. Those under the age of 25 are invited to apply for a scholarship 

that would enable tuition on this instrument. 

Dr Dianne Gome, Director of Music at the church will give weekly lessons to the 
successful applicant, and both the Resurrection organ and the digital instrument at St 
Paul’s Anglican Church, Gisborne will be available for practice. The student will 

gain grounding in both manual and pedal technique and will study a range of works, 
including much associated with the liturgical tradition.  The successful applicant 

would be required to sing in the church choir at Sunday morning services at least 

once a month and, as progress allows, to play for some or all of a service. 

Applicants are required to have proficiency in piano at AMEB 6th grade level and to attend an audition/interview. 
The scholarship is valued at $3,200 per annum.  For further information email sdggome@patash.com.au  or phone 03 5426 4801. 

 

AIMS and OBJECTIVES of the SOCIETY OF ORGANISTS 
To promote and cultivate an interest in the organ and its music. 

To promote a friendly exchange of ideas amongst members of the Society. 

To assist players and encourage those who may be interested in learning the organ 

To offer advice, if requested, on the rebuilding and design of instruments. 

To encourage a high standard of musicianship amongst members. 

 

MEMBERSHIP of the SOCIETY OF ORGANISTS 
For a membership form, please visit our website, www.sov.org.au . Membership is not restricted to organists, and anyone with a love and 

interest in the organ and its music is welcome to join.  If you know anyone – young or old! – who might enjoy the activities and 

opportunities offered by the Society, why not give them a gift subscription?  Membership benefits include this Newsletter, which includes 
notices of coming events, concerts and other organ-related activities in Victoria, and Organ Australia, the national quarterly journal. 

SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT 
Many members now pay their subscription by bank transfer. This is quick and easy, and saves paper; however, in a few cases the name of 
the member does not appear on our bank statement – which means we have no information about the person making the payment. As a 

consequence, reminder notices will continue to be sent.  To confirm that you have paid your membership, please return the reminder 
with a note of the date when the bank transfer was made. For any questions, call our Treasurer, Allan Smith (contact details below). 

SOV WEBSITE  www.sov.org.au 
Email addresses and telephone numbers for all Council members and other office bearers can be found on the Contact Us page. 

REGISTRAR OF LOCUMS 
Warwick Lewis (contact details below), keeps a list of members willing to play for weddings, funerals or locums for Sunday Services. 

Advertising in Organo Pleno Newsletter 
News of forthcoming events, advertisements and other items of interest are published in this newsletter free of charge as a service to 

members.  All copy for advertisements is due by the 20th of each month  (there is no newsletter in January).  All job advertisements 
which have a specific due date will be included in each issue until that date, whereas items for sale and job advertisements with no date 

will be included in the current issue only. All items are subject to renewal, amendment or withdrawal by the advertiser, and minor 

correction or reformatting by the Editor. Please send all advertisements to the Newsletter Editor, Colin Prohasky (contact details below). 

SOV COUNCILLORS FOR 2018 
Lynn Blom, Robert Craven, David Cundy, Olivier David, Douglas Lawrence OAM, Alan Roberts and Allan Smith. 

 

Society of Organists (Victoria) Directory 

Patron in Chief 

Patrons 

Her Excellency The Hon Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria. 

The Most Revd Denis J Hart DD 

The Right Revd Andrew St John DD 

Mr Douglas Lawrence OAM 

President Alan Roberts president@sov.org.au  03 9596 8692 

Vice-President [vacant] vicepresident@sov.org.au   

Secretary Lynn Blom secretary@sov.org.au 03 9523 6068 

Treasurer Allan Smith treasurer@sov.org.au 0419 347 787 

Membership Secretary Olivier David members@sov.org.au 0439 589 399 

Webmaster [vacant] webmaster@sov.org.au  

Editor - Organ Australia Christopher Akehurst editor@organaustralia.org.au 0415 192 929 

Editor - Organo Pleno Newsletter  Colin Prohasky newsletter@sov.org.au 0425 726 880 

Registrar of Locums Warwick Lewis registrar@sov.org.au 0499 171 701 

mailto:sdggome@patash.com.au
http://www.sov.org.au/
http://www.sov.org.au/
mailto:president@sov.org.au
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